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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Objections 

1 Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: It is unclear which 
alternative is recited by the limitation "and/or" in line 19. For this office action Examiner has 
assumed the limitation means "or". Appropriate correction is required. 

2. Claim 1 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: It does not end in a 
period. Appropriate correction is required. 

Drawings 

3. The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1.83(a). The drawings must show every 
feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the drawings must show a legend 
identifying the labels or the feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). No new matter should be 
entered. 

A proposed drawing correction or corrected drawings are required in reply to the Office 
action to avoid abandonment of the application. The objection to the drawings will not be held 
in abeyance. 

Oaim Rejections - 35 USC §112 
4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

■me specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his mvention. 
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5. Claims 1,6,1 1 recite the limitation "Internet type network" in lines 19-20. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

6. Regarding claims 1,6, 11, the phrase "Internet like network" renders the claim(s) indefinite 
because Internet is well defined and "like" after it makes it indefinite. 

7. Claims 1,6,1 1 recite the limitation "the said link" and "the link" . There is insufficient 
antecedent bases for these limitations in the claim. 

8. Regarding claims 1,6,1 1, the phrase "for example" renders the claim indefinite because it is 
unclear whether the limitation(s) following the phrase are part of the claimed invention. See 
MPEP § 2173.05(d). 

9. Regarding claim 1, the phrase "such as" renders the claim indefinite because it is unclear 
whether the hmitations following the phrase are part of the claimed invention. See MPEP 
§ 2173.05(d). 

Claim Rejections - 35 VSC § 102 

10. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless — 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of appUcation for patent in the United States. 

11. Claims 1-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly anticipated by Wise et al. 
(US 5,884,262). 
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As to Claims 1-15, witli respect to Figure 3, Wise teaches a process that enables at least one user 
to access at least one multimedia voice server through a computer communication network (14), 
particularly an Internet type network; 
each user being provided with: 

- either a telephone connected through a local loop in the switched telephone 
net2work to an interface device (20i) located in a remote telephone exchange 
(16i) managed by a telecommunications operator with which the user has taken 
out a subscription; 

- or a local interface device (30i) associated with a telephone handset, 
the said process comprising the following steps: 

- a connection is set up between the said interface device (20i,30i) and the 
multimedia voice server(s) concerned (vl,v2,v3,v4), through a service server 
(27) in the computer communication network, 

such that data sent by multimedia voice servers representing sounds and/or images pass 
through the Intemet network, and are received by the interface device and transmitted to the user, 

- the interface device is activated in order to set up the said link between this 
device and the service server, by using: 

• either a control device associated with the said local interface device, 
particularly a key on a keypad of the said interface device, 

• or a control device associated with the telephone connected to the said 
remote interface device, for example being a key on the said telephone 
keypad. 
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- a menu is transmitted through the link thus set up between the service server and 
the said interface device and/or the telephone, presenting options for the related 
multimedia voice servers to the user, 

such that the user may receive messages such as the following, for example: 
"Welcome to the service server, through which you can access: 

- the multimedia voice server for the new disks: press 1 

- etc." 

- options in the distributed menu are selected using the said control device, and 

- links are set up with the selected multimedia voice servers, 

such that, for example, the user can press key 3 on the keypad of his telephone or his 
interface device, to receive information about the weather (Figure 3 and Col. 9, lines 1-12). 

Conclusion 

12. The prior art made of record and not reUed upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Hanson et al. (US 6,014,427) teach using predefined DTMF responses for retrieving voice mail. 
Beyda et al. (US 6,487,277) teach using DTMF responses for processing transaction 
information. 

Bruce et al. (US 6,539,080) teach using DTMF signals for providing information services to 
users. 

13. Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.G. 20231 
or faxed to: 
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(703) 872-93 14, (for formal comnamications intended for entry) 

Or: 

(703) 306-0377 (for customer service assistance) 

Hand-deUvered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal Drive, 
Arlington. VA, Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Allan Hoosain whose telephone number is (703) 305-4012. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday from 8 am to 4:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor. Fan Tsang, can be reached on (703) 305-4895. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3900. 

Allan Hoosain 
Primary Examiner 
3/22/04 



